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Following the Yemeni government restored 
the interim capital Aden from the Houthis 
militia and former president Ali Abdullah 
Saleh troops, in July 2015, with the help of 
the Arab Coalition states led by Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE, the latter formed military and 
security forces loyal to them in Aden and other 
southern governorates. These forces gradually 
impose their authority on the interim capital 
Aden, the southern governorates, and a large 
part of the west Yemen coast, consequently, 
the UAE - and these forces – became the fait 
accomlpi controlling power of these regions 
and official institutions there, and the authority 
of the legitimate government shrank, and its 
movements were restricted, and subjected 
to the consent of the Emirati forces and the 
forces acting for them.

The prolonged armed conflict in Yemen has 
had a direct impact on the interests of the 
Arab Coalition countries, and has changed its 
policies towards the declared goal for which 
it interfered, which is to restore Yemeni 
legitimacy. This change was evident through 
the establishment of Emirates to security 
and military formations independent of the 
Yemeni Ministry of Interior and Defense, 
which has affected the course of events and 
transformed the form of the conflict and its 
parties in a number of Yemeni governorates.

In January 2018, the conflict surfaced, with 
a military confrontation between forces 
affiliated with the legitimate government on 
the one hand, and forces affiliated with the 
“Southern Transitional Council, and the pro-
Emirates Security Belt forces.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia intervened at 
that time, and prevented the Transitional 
Council forces from controlling the residence 
of the Yemeni government in Ma’sheq Palace, 
however, the Saudi intervention was not 
sufficient to remove or address the causes 
of the conflict, insofar as it helped postpone 
another cycle of violence that was not too 
late.

In August 2019, the Republic of Yemen 
witnessed what might be called a “second 
coup” by the forces acting on behalf of the 
UAE against the Yemeni government, by 
controlling the second capital of Yemenis. 
The Yemeni situation has entered a more 
complex stage, the effects of which have been 
reflected in various aspects relating to the 
Yemenis in human rights, humanitarian and 
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economic situation. And the Yemeni president’s chances 
of controlling the Yemeni territory became impossible, 
and Yemen divided between a militia of external loyalty, 
each of which controlled a portion of the land by force.

This report highlights a delicate period of time in the 
lifetime of the Yemeni crisis, and its impact on the human 
rights situation in Yemen.

The features of this stage seemed clear during the 
seizure of military troops  affiliated with the Southern 
Transitional Council supported by the Emirates of the 
governorate of Aden, and the interim capital of Yemen, 
and the militia funded by the Emirates extended its 
control over Yemeni state institutions in the governorate 
of Aden and some districts of Abyan and Lahaj.

The report examines the repercussions of this conflict 
and Emirati military intervention in favor of those 
forces that it backed, and the effects of this conflict on 
the humanitarian aspects, human rights and economic 
conditions.

The report reveals the human rights situation during the 
months of August, September and October 2019, within a 
limited geographical framework (Aden, Abyan, Shabwa, 
Lahaj) which are the governorates that witnessed the 
most violent fighting in Yemen during 2019, between the 
forces of the Southern Transitional Council working on 
behalf of the Emirates on the one hand, and government 
forces on the other.

The report reviews stats on the violations SAM managed 
to access and verify, and facts and testimonies of crimes 
committed during the reporting period. The report 
lists the background of the conflict, and the attitudes 
and related events, starting with the establishment of 
the “Security Belts” and ending with the signing of the 
parties of the Riyadh agreement, which is hoped to end 
this conflict.
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Significance of the Report:
 SAM Organization is keen to monitor and document all forms of human 
rights violations in Yemen, and has had a crucial role in exposing the secret 
prisons issue, managed by the Emirates in which the worst crimes and 
violations against innocent abductees are committed. SAM is working to 
document various forms of violations in north and south Yemen. During the 
period monitored by this report, the residents of the mentioned governorates 
suffered and are still suffering a lot due to the control of the pro-Emirates 
militia that committed many human rights violations during its establishment 
and before the completion of its control of the security scene in some southern 
governorates.
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Methodology:
SAM relied on a field team in the 
governorates of Aden, Shabwa and Taiz, 
and interview a number of victims and 
witnesses, and used various means of 
communication to communicate with some 
victims and witnesses.

SAM interviewed more than (53) victims 
and witnesses, and communicated with a 
number of activists, journalists and rights 
activists in these concerned governorates. 
Also, received dozens of videos, photographs 
and documents from their original sources 
on the incidents related to the conflict in the 
governorates of Aden, Abyan, Shabwa and 
Lahaj, facts of violations, and pictures of 
victims, which SAM has verified. 

SAM reviewed a number of TV and press 
reports published in a number of media and 
international agencies. It benefited from 
open source archival materials, also relied 
on credible alternative “local” sources, in 
areas that its monitors were unable to reach, 
given security conditions, complexities and 
concerns in movement. Electronic media 
were used to communicate with some 
victims, witnesses and information sources.

This report presents SAM’s findings, 
numbers and information that it has 
received, noting that these numbers and 
information are not a comprehensive 

inventory of all violations, but they reveal 
the size and type of human rights violations 
in the mentioned areas during the period 
monitored by the report.

SAM understands the concerns raised by 
victims, witnesses, and activists from the 
darkest days in the human rights situation 
that Aden and the neighboring southern 
governorates may pass through, therefore, 
SAM was keen to conceal the names of 
the witnesses to ensure their safety from 
reprisal acts by the militia which is still 
controlling the ground. 

The climate of gagging mouths and reprisals 
that dominate the city of Aden made many 
victims and witnesses reluctant to testify. 
This atmosphere of fear and security grip 
did not allow SAM to approach many of 
the of the victims, and restricted access to 
information. Consequently, the numbers and 
incidents reported are just an indication of 
the extent of the crimes and violations they 
remain silent about. This calls for serious 
work by all those interested in the human 
rights situation in Yemen to document 
crimes and communicate the voices of the 
victims.
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The situation in the south from the 
perspective of international law:
The fighting that erupted between the 
legitimate government and the forces of the 
so-called the Southern Transitional Council 
backed by the Emirates, is considered as 
internal armed conflict, although one party 
to conflict has foreign affiliation,  and parties 
to the conflict are subject to the rules of 
international humanitarian law, which aims 
to protect persons who are not or are no 
longer participating in the hostilities. These 
rules include mechanisms that obligate 
the State and international organizations, 

including the United Nations, to provide 
the necessary measures to ensure the 
protection of civilians and those who 
stopped fighting. The behavior of the parties 
to this conflict is also subject to the rules 
governing human rights during the internal 
armed conflict, especially those relating 
to agreements protecting human dignity, 
especially the conventions against torture 
and arbitrary detention, and the principles 
of effective prevention and investigation 
against illegal execution.
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The UAE funding and training of forces 
operating as its proxy in the southern 
provinces, far from government control, 
constitutes a clear violation of international 
law, and the Charter of the United Nations. 
It is interference in the internal affairs 
of the state of Yemen, and the degrading 
its sovereignty. The statements of the 
Yemeni presidency(1) and foreign ministry(2) 
confirmed this context ... where the UAE 
was accused of “blatant interference by 
supporting the” militias “of the Transitional 
Council, which clearly and explicitly violates 
the main goal for which the support for 
legitimacy was called.” These Emirati 
interventions, which are against the will of 
the Yemeni government which is mandated 
with protecting Yemen’s sovereignty and 
security, held the Emirati government under 
accountability, based on the principles of 
international law, the most important of 
which are the goals of the United Nations 
and the International Security Council that 
work to maintain international peace and 
security.

The Emiratis targeting of government 
troops(3) in Aden and Abyan falls within the 
“unlawful use of force against the territorial, 
integrity and political independence of a 
country, which disagrees with the purposes 
of the United Nations.”(4)

(1)  SabaNet, Presidency Renew its Request to the KSA to Interfere to Stop UAE Interventions, 292019/8/ 
  https://www.sabanew.net/viewstory/53232 
(2)  SabaNet, Vice Foreign Minister; what happened in interim capital Aden by the STC is a coup against state institutions, 102019/8/,  
https://www.sabanew.net/viewstory/52796     

(3)  The ministry of Defense said in the mourning ceremony that the UAE targeted the government troops with 13 airstrikes on 2728- 
August in Aden and Abyan governorates.  
(4)   Article 2 UN Chart 
(5)  Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, adopted and published according to the GA 
Resolution 1514 (d15), dated 14 December 1960. 

This Emirati intervention, according to the 
expression of the Yemeni government; 
undermines the territorial integrity of 
Yemen and its national soil. Therefore, “it 
contradicts with the purposes of the United 
Nations Charter, the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, by which states are 
committed to non-interference in the 
internal affairs of all states, and respect 
for the rights of sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of all peoples.”(5)

The demands raised by the UAE-backed 
Southern Transitional Council aim to 
restore what was known as the “People’s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen” and when 
referring these demands to the provisions 
of international law, they are divided into 
two demands;

First type; demands related to the right of 
self-determination

This demand, according to the international 
agreements, is legitimate only for peoples 
under foreign occupation or colonialism.

The declaration of the 1993 World Conference 
on Human Rights, stated in its first clause on 
the right to self-determination that: “Taking 
into account the special situation of peoples 
under colonial domination or other forms of 
foreign domination or foreign occupation, 
recognizes the right of peoples to take any 
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legitimate action, in accordance with the Charter of the Nations, to realize its inalienable 
right to self-determination. ” Consequently,(6) this requirement is not fulfilled in the Yemeni 
case, as Yemen is a member of the United Nations system and has all obligations to protect 
its soil and sovereignty and to maintain international peace and security.

The final declaration of the 1993 Human Rights Conference, “Vienna Declaration”, states 
that the right to self-determination “must not be interpreted as authorizing or encouraging 
any action that would tear or affect, in whole or in part, the territorial integrity or political 

unity of the sovereign states that act on In a manner consistent with the principle of equal 
rights and self-determination of peoples, and therefore, it has a government that represents 
all the inhabitants of the territory without discrimination of any kind.”(7)

The second type; takes the form of liberation movements calling for secession from the 
state in which they are included. 

Although it is a legitimate right within the framework of political activism and freedom 

(6)  Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action 
Adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna on 25 June 1993
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/Vienna.aspx 
(7)  previous source 
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of opinion guaranteed in the Yemeni constitution, yet the 
advocate of such demands, strive to destroy the entity of 
the Yemeni state through the use of force, it is clear that 
the Southern Transitional Council uses armed force which 
is not approved by international law and do not recognize 
its results. Based on the fact that separation can only take 
place with the consent of the ruling authority in the state 
and within the framework of understandings between it 
and these movements demanding it.

Moreover, these demands are driven by military and media 
support from the United Arab Emirates, an intervention 
that the Yemeni government has rejected as a violation 
of its sovereignty and territorial integrity, as it is the 
legitimate guardian of the interests of Yemenis.

The transitional council, which was announced by former 
officials days after their dismissal from their posts, imposes 
itself as a legitimate representative of the residents of the 
southern governorates, without having the justification 
to bear this capacity, except to possess the weapon that 
supplied by the United Arab Emirates, and calls for “the 
southern cause” but ignores The solutions reached in the 
document of the National Dialogue Conference, which 
was the result of a wide dialogue between the Yemeni 
components in 2013.
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Figures and statistics
According to information gathered by SAM through the 
monitors and interviews, of victims, and their relatives, 
and from activists working in the field, the statistics that 
SAM accessed and verified, on the crimes during the 
months of August, September and October 2019 confirm 
that more than (2000) civilians were forcibly evicted from 
Aden city, including women and children, by the forces 
of the UAE-backed Transitional Council. More than 700 
civilians, were exposed to physical and verbal violence. 
Those forces closed (13) restaurants in the city of Aden, 
and (90) a multi-purpose commercial store, and burned 
and destroyed 70 mobile vendors goods.

The number of those who were subjected to 
assassinations and executions reached (9), which is 
the statistic that SAM was able to verify, including (7) 
allegedly by the Southern Transitional Council, and one 
by unknown party. SAM monitored the assassination of 
(11) military and civilians, (2) of them the ISIS claimed the 
responsibility of their assassination, and 9 by unknown 
anonymous   parties. 

SAM documented killing of 11 civilians, and injury of 
37 others as a result of the indiscriminate attacks 
carried out by the Southern Transitional Council forces 
and government forces. SAM could not determine the 
responsibility of each party due to the overlapping places 
of the clash, and that the families of the victims failed to 
direct charges against either party. SAM monitored the 
killing of (18) civilians with bullets and light weapons in 
Aden, Abyan and Shabwa, 7 by the forces of the Southern 
Transitional Council, while 2 killed by extremists affiliated 
with the Islamic State “ISIS” and (3) during government 

civilians, were exposed 
to physical and verbal 
violence. 

subjected to 
assassinations and 
executions

as a result of the 
indiscriminate attacks 
carried out by the Southern 
Transitional Council forces and 
government forces
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and Southern Transitional Council forces confrontations, 
while (5) were killed in clashes between local gunmen. 
SAM quoted statistics issued by the Yemeni Ministry of 
Defense of the number of dead and wounded due to the 
bombing of Emirati fighters on a government military 
convoy in Abyan governorate, killing (46) soldiers, and 
injuring others.(1)

SAM documented 29 violations against journalists, 
activists, human rights defenders, and media outlets, 
including detention, threatening to liquidate, prosecute, 
harass, break into, prosecute, and suspension from work, 
committed by the Southern Transitional Council forces, 
and one detention by government forces against a TV 
reporter in Shabwa governorate. Also, documented 6 
violations against press institutions, including breaking, 
shooting, closure and confiscation, committed by the 
forces of the Southern Transitional Council, and one by 
unknown party.

 SAM also documented 58 cases of detention and 4 
forcibly disappeared in the city of Aden. (55) detention was 
responsibility of the forces of the Southern Transitional 
council, and (7) detained by unknown armed elements. 
On plundering of public institutions and private property, 
SAM monitored and documented the looting of (14) public 
institutions, and the appropriation and plundering of 
(131) private property, including the houses of ministers 
and military and political opponents loyal to the Yemeni 
government.

(1)  SeptemberNet, Ministry of Defense; Joint Chief of Staff organize 40th day 
mourn ceremony of the martyrs of the UAE bombing in Aden and Abyan, 10 October  
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w w w . s a m r l . o r g
منظمة سام للحقوق والحريات

First Chapter
Background to 
the conflict



During the control of the Yemeni government forces, supported by the Arab Coalition 
countries, over the city of Aden and the defeat of Houthis militia and Saleh forces 
from the city in June 2015, military forces were formed from the former popular 
southern resistance. The Yemeni government also formed a number of military 
brigades known as the “Presidential Protection” forces that loyal and managed by 
the presidency(1), 3 of these brigades deployed in Aden(2), and two brigades report 
to the Fourth Military Zone.(3)

At the same time, the UAE has formed security and military forces known as the 
“Security Belt” forces(4), 4 brigades are deployed in Aden, in addition to the anti-
terrorist forces.(5) This was aided by Aidarous al-Zubaidi being the governor 
Aden, Hani bin Breek as the minister of state and Shalal Shae’, as the director of 
governorate security, until the first and second were sacked on April 27, 2017.

Less than a month after their dismissal, on May 11, 2017, Aidarous al-Zubaidi, Hani 
bin Breek, and other dismissed officials, established a political entity called the 
Southern Transitional Council(6), with Emirati support.

The Security Belts forces formed by the UAE became the military arm of the new 
political entity. UN Security Council report submitted by the Panel of Experts 
described this entity as: “The Southern Transitional Council remains the main 
source of opposition to the government of President Hadi throughout the southern 
governorates, and the Transitional Council allies, such as The UAE-backed Security 
Belt, Hadhrami Elite Forces, Shabwani Elite Forces, and local government officials 
promote the so-called “southern political plans” and at the same time push forward 
separatist aspiration.(7)

(1)  SabaNet, Presidency Protection forces, are part of the strategic reserve forces of the Yemeni national army, formed by 
republican decree 32, of 2012, on 6 August 2012    https://sabanews.net/ar/news277201.htm 
(2)  The commander of this forces is Nasser the son of president Hadi  
(3)  39th and 31st armored brigades  
(4)  Led by the Salafi clerk Abdulrahman Shieh Al-Yafee, deputy governor of Aden, also member of the Supreme Council of 
the Southern Transitional Council     
(5)  Commanded by colonel Yusran Al-Maqtari 
(6)  A political body in southern Yemen opposes the Yemeni government authority, and see to separate south Yemen from 
north
(7)  UNSC, Panel of Experts report, Summary 25 January 2019, p.2 https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/ar/sanctions/2140/
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The forces acting on behalf of the UAE have 
practiced a number of crimes and violations 
against the residents of the southern 
governorates, notably the forced transfer 
of residents and workers in the city of Aden 
and other southern governorates, whose 
origins are from the northern governorates 
of the country. Detention and torture was 
practiced widely, and the report of the HRC 
Group of Eminent Experts says, “There 
are reasonable reasons to believe that the 
United Arab Emirates, the Security Belt 
and the Shabwani Elite ... ran a network 
of unofficial detention facilities, including 
facilities known as” Bir Ahmed 1 “and” Bir 
Ahmed 2 “and facilities at the Buraiqa base 
of the Coalition ... There were arbitrary 
detention and torture, including sexual 
violence, inside these facilities.”(8)

Leaders of these UAE-backed forces are 
accused of planning assassinations of a 
number of religious activists and political 
opponents.(9) These forces prevented the 
Yemeni president and his government from 
returning to Aden many times.

The dispute escalated between the 

panel-of-experts/reports 
(8)  GEE Report, 3 September 2019, p.70, A/HRC/42/CRP.1, https://www.ohchr.org/AR/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsDetail.
aspx?NewsID=24937&LangID=A 
(9)  The Hidden Killer, Assassination in Aden report, January 2019, SAM for Rights and Liberties 
(10)  Known as Presidential Protection forces, led by Nasser, president Hadi’s son.  

Transitional Council and its Emirati-
backed military forces, on the one hand, 
and the government of President Hadi and 
his military forces, on the other(10). That 
dispute developed into a violent conflict in 
the city of Aden that culminated in armed 
clashes between the so-called Security 
Belt forces and the Presidential Protection 
Brigade loyal to President Hadi, in January 
of 2018, and that conflict continued for 
three days, until the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia intervened to contain it.

Incidents ranged between armed 
confrontation to political and media 
campaigns between the Yemeni government 
and Emirati-backed Transitional Council 
forces. With the Yemeni president still 
being banned from returning to Aden city, 
and the sporadic presence of the Yemeni 
Prime Minister, Moeen Abdulmalik, and few 
ministers. Until the incidents broke again 
in August 2019 the killing of a prominent 
military leader in the Security Belt forces, 
and violence and violations against civilians 
escalated to high levels.
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The Beginning;
On August 1, 2019, two attacks targeting the Sheikh Othman Police headquarters 
in Aden city. The Ministry of Interior said that “Sheikh Othman Police Station was 
attacked by a car bomb, which resulted in the death of (13) police officers and the 
wounding of several others in the terrorist operation.”(1) The other bombing targeted 
a military parade in the Al-Galaa camp, killing 36 soldiers, including Munir Mahmoud 
Ahmed al-Yafi, nicknamed “Abu Al-Yamamah”(2) according to the statement of the 
Ministry of Interior.(3)

Houthis militia military spokesman, Yahya Surya, claimed responsibility for the 
attack on Al-Galaa camp who said: “The missile force targeted a “mercenary camp” 
in Aden governorate, killing and wounding dozens, including leaders.”(4) While what 
is known as the Islamic State organization claimed responsibility for the bombing 
Sheikh Othman Police Station, according to media sources.(5)   

(1)  MoI website, a statement on the attack on Al-Galaa camp, and explosion of Al-Sheikh Osman police station, with number 
of casualties, 1 August 2019.     https://imoyemen.com/news/7842 
(2)   Commander of the 1st Support Brigade, UAE-backed Security Belt forces
(3)   Previous source 
(4)   Al-Maseera channel, Armed forces spokesman, press release on the recent military developments, 22019/8/
  https://www.almasirah.net/details.php?es_id=43183&cat_id=3 
(5)  Al-Bayan, UAE newspaper, ISIS claim responsibility for Aden attack, 2 August 2019
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Evolution of incidents; 
displacement and repression
The attacks, especially killing of “Abu Al-Yamamah”, has triggered wide hate and 
incitement speech, reflected in violent retaliatory reactions, on a large scale, 
committed by the forces of the UAE-backed Southern Transitional Council against 
civilians working in Aden city, most of whom descended from northern governorates. 
SAM monitored and documented many human rights violations, mainly the raid on 
shops, restaurants, stalls, markets and hotels, and the deportation of a number of 
its employees, owners or clients from the northern governorates, in addition to the 
detention of some of them at these places, and at checkpoints deployed in Aden, 
or in the city’s outlets towards the governorates of Lahaj, Addalie and Taiz. The 
detention or denial of access, movement, and deportation was based on identity 
and region.

SAM documented the use of verbal and 
physical violence against citizens by the 
Transitional Council forces during the 
forced deportation process, especially in 
the neighborhoods of the Mansoura and 
parts of Sheikh Othman districts, Enma city, 
the Saber area in   Lahaj governorate, and in 
Aden outlets, especially the northern port 
“Al-Hadeed” and “Al-Alam” checkpoints. 
Although the Yemeni Ministry of Interior 
“instructed the Aden police to stop the 
attack on the people of the northern 
governorates residing in Aden and those 
working in the private sector ... and to stop 
any campaigns or actions that are against 
the people of the northern governorates and 

(1)  MoI website, MoI instruct stopping of attacks on people from the northern governorate in Aden, 32019/8/ https://imoyemen.com/
news/7851 

to stop those who carry out them under any 
justification”(1), these practices continued 
at a high pace in August, and decreased in 
September and October.

SAM also monitored threats and incitement 
speech against a number of activists and 
journalists in Aden. This inflammatory 
speech was noted by associates, supporters 
of the Southern Transitional Council and 
its military forces, in social media and 
media sites, against politicians, activists, 
and people of the northern governorates 
residing in Aden, through the inciting for 
their killing and deportation, also an inciting 
speech by supporters of the government 
forces was also noted, though less.
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Al-Ma’ashiq presidential palace in the grip of the 
Southern Transitional Council;

(1) statement by the STC on the two treacherous attacks targeting Sheikh Othman police and a training camp in Al-Buraiqa, 1 August 
2019 https://stcaden.com/news/10069 
(2)  Statement by the STC on the attacks by Maeen government against unarmed civilians, 7 August 2019
 https://stcaden.com/news/10094 
(3)  the palace which is used as the interim headquarters for the president and the government, in Aden following Houthis seizure of 
Sana’a  
(4)  Known as Badr camp, in Khor Maxar neighborhood, led by brigadier-general Abdullah Al-Subaihi, who managed to flee the camp 
following STC forces control.   
(5)  Deployed at Bir Ahmed area, under the commandership of brigadier-general Abbas Abdullah Musid Al-Dhalie’. SAM obtained a 
statement in which the brigade issued in support to the STC.       

The UAE-backed Southern Transitional 
Council did not accuse any party for the two 
attacks that targeted Al-Jalaa camp, which 
killed the military leader “Abu Al-Yamamah” 
and the attack on Sheikh Othman police 
station, where the STC announced in a 
statement issued by that the council: “will 
be in a permanent session to follow up on 
the incident and who is behind it”,(1) “but 
in a later statement, on August 7, 2019, 
the Council announced “the call for the 
public mobilization to southern people 
and the resistance and call everyone to go 
to Al-Ma’ashiq palace to bring down the 
government of terrorism and corruption 
loyal to the Terrorist Reform (Islah) Party.(2) 
“the military incidents accelerated in Aden, 

and the violations and of human rights 
instruments increased.

Following the STC statement, clashes 
erupted between the forces of the UAE-
backed Southern Transitional Council, and 
the Presidential Protection Brigade forces 
loyal to President Hadi and the Brigade’s 
39 armored forces. The Transitional 
Council forces managed to control the 
“Ma’ashiq”(3) Palace on August 10. It also 
managed to control the headquarters of 
the three presidential protection brigades, 
and the headquarters of the 39th armored 
brigade forces(4), while the 31st armored 
brigade declared its loyalty to the Southern 
Transitional Council.(5)
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Expansion of the conflict ... and UAE air force bombing 
of the government forces;
The control area of   the UAE-backed Transitional Council has expanded, extending to Abyan 
Governorate, and the UAE-backed Shabwani(1) Elite Forces attempted to control Shabwa 
governorate, but they were resisted by the government forces that were able to control the 
entire governorate. The clashes continued and the government forces progressed towards 
Abyan governorate in an attempt to retake the city of Aden, but the UAE-backed Transitional 
Council forces and an air cover by Emirates warplanes managed to repel these government 
forces and forced them to retreat from the entrances to Aden, where Emirati warplanes 
raided the government forces at the eastern entrance of Aden  and in Abyan governorate 
on Thursday, August 29th, where scores of soldiers were killed, and many vehicles were 
destroyed. SAM obtained footage of the bombing and pictures of dead soldiers and destroyed 
military vehicles.

(1)  One of the military units affiliated to the STC in Shabwa governorate, backed by the UAE. 

SAM organization documented a number of violations 
during this armed conflict committed by the parties in Aden 
city and the governorates of Abyan, Shabwa and Lahaj, 
mainly assassinations and field executions of a number 
of wounded and opponents of the Southern Transitional 
Council forces, and the assassinations of soldiers and 
civilians in Aden city, as well as deaths of civilians due to 
these armed clashes, in addition to the forced evictions and 
attacks by Transitional Council forces on citizens and their 
property who descendants of the northern governorates. 
The documented violations and acts of threat and incitement 
against activists, human rights defenders, journalists and 
media outlets reflected as atmosphere of intimidation, for 
public and individual freedoms and press freedoms in Aden 
city, and the dominance shown by the UAE-backed forces 
towards the population.
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w w w . s a m r l . o r g
منظمة سام للحقوق والحريات

Chapter Two: 
Attitudes related 
to incidents



The position of the Yemeni 
government
In view of the military developments imposed by the seizure of Al-Ma’ashiq palace and 
military expansion in Aden and Zungbar, Abyan capital, by forces of the UAE-backed 
Southern Transitional Council, the government military resistance to these actions was 
limited, ending with the defeat of those forces and the control of the STC forces over Aden, 
Lahaj, and Zungbar. On the political side, the Yemeni government described what happened 
in Aden as a coup, and the Foreign Ministry said that “what happened in the interim capital 
of Aden by the STC is a coup against the legitimate state institutions ... and the Yemeni 
Republic holds the council and the United Arab Emirates responsible for the consequences 
of the coup against legitimacy in Aden, and at the same time request the United Arab 
Emirates to stop its financial support and withdraw its military support provided to these 
rebelled groups against the state immediately».(1) While government forces confronted the 
STC forces in Shabwa governorate and managed to control and reduced STC influence. 

The Yemeni Presidency issued a statement about the bombing of the UAE warplanes in 
Aden and Abyan, which resulted in the killing and wounding of dozens of those forces, in 
which it said: “Several military raids carried out by the UAE air force on the morning of 
Thursday, August 29, 2019, killed and injured dozens in the governorates of Abyan and 
Aden ... and renewed its request to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to intervene to stop Emirati 
interference in support of the STC militias and the use of air strikes against the Yemeni 
armed forces.”(2)

Meanwhile, the United Nations General Assembly held its seventy-fourth session in New 
York, and the Yemeni president was unable to attend it, but the Yemeni Foreign Minister, 
Muhammad al-Hadrami, described in his speech to the GA the incidents in Aden as “a 
rebellion against constitutional legitimacy and Yemeni identity, by the UAE-backed STC”. He 
also described the bombing of government forces by the Emirati fighters as “against the 
international law, a severe blow to the nation’s body, and a clear deviation from the noble 
goals of the Coalition to Support the Legitimacy.”(3)

(1)  SABA Net, vice foreign minister: what happened in Aden is a coup against state institutions, 102019/8/
 https://www.sabanew.net/viewstory/52796 
(2)  SABA Net, Presidency renew its request to the KSA to interfere and stop UAE intervention, 292019/8/   
https://www.sabanew.net/viewstory/53232  
(3)  Yemeni MoFA, Republic of Yemen statement delivered by foreign minister Muhammed Al-Hadhrami, New York, GA 74th session 
2019  https://www.mofa-ye.org/Pages/8573 /  
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The United Arab Emirates Stand;
Following the statement published by the Yemeni foreign ministry, accusing the UAE of 
blatantly interfering in Yemeni affairs, the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation issued a statement accusing those forces of being terrorist elements who were 
pursuing to attack the Arab coalition forces in Aden, and the ministry affirmed “the UAE 
retains the right to self-defense and to respond to threats against the Arab coalition forces 
... where the terrorist organizations is increasing the frequency of their attacks against the 
Coalition forces and civilians, which led to a direct threat to the security of these forces, 
which necessitated targeting terrorist militias with specific air strikes, according to the 
rules of engagement, based on the Geneva Conventions and international humanitarian law 
... the ministry said in a statement that the targeting process was based on field information 
confirming that the militias are targeting elements of the Coalition, which requires a 
direct response to spare the forces any military threat, and the strikes were carried out 
specifically.”(1)

The position of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
The Saudi position remained shrouded about the incidents in Aden. Where many steps and 
stands were taken, most notably the call for all parties to the conflict to have a dialogue in 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. On Saturday 10 August, a spokesman for the Arab Coalition Forces 
called for an immediate ceasefire and the immediate return of all armed groups to their 
positions, and the abandonment of the areas they had controlled over the past days.(2) 
Then the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia issued a joint statement with the UAE on August 26, in 
which they stressed the necessity of full commitment to cooperate with the joint committee 
formed by the Coalition leadership to disengage and redeploy forces within the framework 
of the military effort of the Coalition forces, and also called for speedy engagement in the 
(Jeddah) dialogue that Saudi Arabia called for to address the causes and repercussions of 
the incidents that took place in some southern governorates.(3)

The Kingdom reaffirmed in another statement issued on September 5, 2019 that there is no 
alternative to the legitimate government in Yemen and that it does not accept any attempts 
to create a new fait accompli in Yemen by force or threaten to use force. And the need to 
restore the camps and headquarters of the state’s military and civilian institutions of the 
legitimate government.(4)   

(1)  Emirates News Agency, statement by the ministry of foreign affairs and international cooperation, 29 August 2019    https://www.
wam.ae/ar/details/1395302782841 
(2)  RT, the Arab Coalition calls for immediate ceasefire in Aden and threat to use force if the Security Belt forces failed to retreat to 
their previous positions, 10 August 2019.  https://bit.ly/2Kne70z    
(3)  Saudi News Agency, joint statement issued by the foreign ministry in KSA and the MoFAIC of the UAE, 26 August 2019.  https://
www.spa.gov.sa/1961777 
(4)  Saudi News Agency, Kingdom is following the recent developments in Aden, and regrets the discord among brothers in Yemen, 5 

232019

Human Rights report Spider Web

Sam For Rights and Freedoms



The Riyadh document, does it end the conflict and 
preserve the rights of victims?
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has mediated between the Yemeni government and the 
Southern Transitional Council, in order to “address the causes and repercussions of the 
incidents in some southern governorates” according to the joint statement of the Saudi and 
UAE foreign ministries on August 26, and for that purpose the delegation of the STC arrived 
in Jeddah on Tuesday September 3, and Saudi Arabia sponsored a dialogue concluded in 
the signing of the Riyadh Agreement document on Tuesday, 5 November 2019.(5)

According to Al-Arabiya satellite channel, a channel close to Saudi Arabia, the most 
important provisions of this agreement; “formation of a new cabinet of 24 ministers within 
30 days, in which the southerners and the northerners will enjoy equal representation, and 
that the STC participate in any political negotiations to end the war. Designated ministers-
to be shall be among those who have not been involved in the fighting and incitement 
during the recent events ... It also required the inclusion of all military and security forces 
from both sides, to the ministries of Defense and Interior. It stipulated that all forces that 
moved from their sites and camps towards the governorates of Aden, Abyan and Shabwa 
since the beginning of August should return to their previous positions and be replaced by 
the security forces of the local authorities in each governorate within 15 days ... also the 
transfer of all military forces of the government and the STC in Aden governorate to camps 
outside the governorate, to be identified by the Coalition, within thirty days of the date of the 
signing of this agreement.”(6)

The document did not call for charging the perpetrators of crimes and violations during 
the conflict, and did not establish the principle of justice and law enforcement against the 
perpetrators of the crimes, nor did it address the file of arbitrary detainees and enforced 
disappearances in illegal prisons supervised by the forces of the STC loyal to the UAE,  except 
the condition of not to appoint officials who did not engage in fighting or incitement during 
the recent incidents. This gives a negative impression of the document, which neglected the 
principles of accountability, despite the international welcome it has received.

September 2019.   https://www.spa.gov.sa/viewstory.php?lang=ar&newsid=1965952 
(5)  SABA News Agency, Signing of Riyadh Agreement between the Government and the STC. 
 https://www.sabanew.net/viewstory/55427 
(6)  Al-Arabya, a new government sees the light; according to Riyadh agreement. Wednesday, 62019/11/ 
https://bit.ly/32xfWht    
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w w w . s a m r l . o r g
منظمة سام للحقوق والحريات

Chapter Three: 
facts revealing 
the extent of 
violations



The incidents investigated and verified 
by SAM are revealing of the overall 
situation and the frightening practices and 
violations of human rights experienced in 
the governorates of Aden, Abyan, Shabwa 
and Lahaj during the months of August, 
September and October 2019. The facts 
that will be reported regarding forced 
deportation, killings, assassinations or 
violations against press and human rights 
work, as well as arbitrary arrests and 
raids on public institutions and private 
property, and speech of incitement and 
hatred, are some of the testimonies 
reached and documented by SAM on the 
practices of the STC forces with the support 
of the UAE, as well as government forces, 
though to a lesser extent, in addition to 

crimes committed by extremists and 
armed groups. Many of those whom SAM 
interviewed, refrained from testifying for 
fear for their lives or property that might be 
damaged, and they fear for their interests 
and the safety of their families.

A number of activists and journalists were 
keen not to publish their names for fear of 
persecution, and they mentioned to SAM 
that the atmosphere of revenge, abuse and 
persecution of opponents carried out by 
Emirati-backed forces hangs over the city 
of Aden.

The documentation of assassinations, 
murders, assassinations and arrests 
confirms the concerns expressed by the 
activists and the families of the victims. 
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Murder, and Assassinations
SAM has monitored a number of 
killings resulted from the armed 
clashes between the STC forces and 
government forces. It also monitored 
a number of assassination incidents, 
liquidation and murder on identity. 
SAM investigated some of them, while 
a number of cases are still pending. 
SAM will also, list in the report the 
violations that have been investigated 
and verified and the responsible party 
is identified, in addition to others 
which are be listed without specifying 

the responsible party which is not 
identified yet. 

SAM concluded that the parties to 
the conflict are both responsible for 
civilian casualties by indiscriminate 
artillery and sniper attacks, due to the 
difficulty of determining the source 
of counterattacks, due to conducting 
some of the military operations 
among residential neighborhoods, 
and the use of mortars by both parties 
which is an indiscriminate type of 
weaponry.
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Samples 
On August 2, Hamada Kusaiem Omar Suleiman was murdered after being 
abducted by unknown armed men in the center of Aden. Hamada is from Al-
Jarrahy district, Hodiedah governorate, and he was working in a motorcycle 
repair shop on Assanafir roundabout in Aden. SAM contacted Abdullah Kusaiem, 
the victim’s brother, who said that “3 masked gunmen aboard a Fortuner car 
came on Friday, August 2, looking for his brother in the workshop to arrest him. 
His brother tried to refrain from going with them, but the gunmen assaulted him 
and too him at gunpoint, into the car and left.

He added that they searched for him and reported to Al-Kahira police station in 
vain. The next day, they learned that Hamada’s body had been found dumped in 
the Bir Fadhl area. The victim’s brother went to Bir Fadhl police station, and the 
head of the station told him that the body was found by a citizen and the CID team 
moved to the place and transferred the body to the Al-Sadaqa hospital mortuary. 
He said that his brother’s mouth was tied when his body was found, according to 
the police chief. And the report of the forensic doctor who examined the corpse 
made it clear that his brother was subjected to a gunshot, entered from the back 
side under the shoulder and exited from the heart side.

The victim’s brother adds that the incident took place during the clashes in Aden 
after the killing of “Abu Al-Yamamah”, but he could not charge any party. And 
the measures taken by the Bir Fadhl Police Department did not lead into the 
perpetuators, and his family was convinced that it was futile to pursue the case. 
Especially since he was not provided with copies of the investigation details or 
the coroner’s report.

SAM documented the assassination of Lieutenant Nasr Abdo Qaid Al-Dubai’, on 
August 13, while he was in his car, in the Al-Mimdara area, in the center of Aden, 
at about 11:30 p.m., by an armed group on a car. Lieutenant Al-Dubai works 
in the Supply and Catering Supply Department of the Ministry of Interior. SAM 
monitored a press statement of ISIS claiming responsibility for the killing of Al-
Dubai’.(1) However, SAM could not verify this claim from an independent source.

On Thursday 15 August, Muhammad Ramses Najeeib was assassinated in 
Mansoura neighborhood, Block 37. Ramses works in the port of Aden and is a 
soldier in the anti-terrorist forces loyal to the Southern Transitional Council. The 
assassination took place next to Al-Hariri pharmacy in Mansoura for unknown 

(1)  Yemen Alghad website, ISIS Claim responsibility of assassinating police officer in Aden, 14 August 2019 
https://yemenalghad.net/news32412.html 
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reasons to SAM. According to press websites, ISIS organization has claimed 
responsibility for his assassination, quoting article in ISIS website “A’maq” agency 
that Ramses is a member of the anti-terrorist forces.(2) SAM is investigating 
these media reports.

On August 19, SAM monitored the assassination of soldier Abdullah Al-Qa’ar. 
He was shot by unidentified gunmen in a vehicle “Foxy” while he was riding 
his motorbike near the Express Station in Al-Mansoura neighborhood of Aden. 
Another person named Al-Mallahi was injured, and SAM is still searching for him 
to document his testimony about the incident. Al-Qa’ar, is one of the guards of 
Aden Emergency Force commander, Hameed al-Khamri.

On Wednesday, August 21, SAM monitored the assassination of Khaled Hussein 
Saleh Al-Masa’bi, an alternative medicine therapist, beside his clinic, next to Al-
Wahda Club in the Sheikh Othman district, by unknown gunmen. Where someone 
attacked him from behind while he was walking in the street. According to SAM 
sources, Al-Masa’bi used to practice in his clinic the profession of alternative 
medicine related to orthopedics and. SAM still investigating the circumstances of 
his death and the suspects.

On Thursday, August 22nd, SAM reported that the 17-year-old boy, Bashar Anwar 
Abdullah, had been killed in Al-Silah neighborhood, Sheikh Othman district. 
According to information obtained by SAM, Bashar’s death was the result of 
clashes between armed men from Al-Sailah neighborhood and Al-Mahareq 
neighborhood in Sheikh Othman. The gunmen are believed to be linked to the 
main parties to the armed conflict in Aden, other sources said that the clashes 
between the gunmen were a result of the deterioration of the security situation 
in Aden after the STC forces took control of the public institutions, and that the 
gunmen had nothing to do with the parties to the conflict in the region.

On Sunday, August 25, Ahmad Mansour Al-Waleedi, a soldier in the Financial 
Department of the Security Belt Forces in Aden, was assassinated and the Imam of 
a mosque in the Abdulqawi neighborhood. Al-Waleedi was returning to his house 
in the neighborhood in the evening, where he was surprised by two gunmen on 
a motorbike, with gunshot that killed him in Al-Khazan roundabout in Abdulqawi 
area in Sheikh Othman. No one has claimed responsibility for the incident.

On August 30, soldier Yousef Khaled Farhan, brother of the Commander of the 
Transport Brigade, of the Presidential Protection Brigades, Brigadier General 
Amjad Khalid Farhan, who is loyal to the legitimate was killed. SAM monitored the 

(2)  Almasdar Online, an anti-terrorism forces soldier murdered in Aden, and ISIS claim responsibility, 16 August 2019.   
https://almasdaronline.com/articles/170681  

292019

Human Rights report Spider Web

Sam For Rights and Freedoms



raid of a security force affiliated with the Security Belt in Aden, the house of the 
commander of the transport brigade in Al-Mughtarebeen neighborhood in the Dar 
Saad area, witnesses heard the sounds of gunfire, and no one has yet been able 
to obtain sufficient information about the incident. 

On September 2, gunmen in Lahaj governorate abducted both Majid Ahmed 
Malatif Al-Zuwar and Aziz Ahmed Ali Al-Zuwar, who were murdered on identity 
basis, in Lahaj governorate, being from Sana’a governorate. SAM contacted the 
relatives of the two victims, and their testimonies concluded that the two victims 
were truckers transporting between Aden and other governorates. They were 
murdered after being arrested by conscripts on a white patrol vehicle belonging 
to the Security Belt forces in Lahaj governorate.

Abdallah Sarea, quoting a colleague of the two victims, says that Majed and Aziz 
were in a restaurant in the Rabat area, at the northern entrance to Aden city, when 
approached by gunmen who beat Majed and Aziz with rifle butts, and took them 
to the patrol vehicle, accusing them of being soldiers of Ali Mohsen al-Ahmar. 
Abdullah adds: The two victims disappeared, then their bodies were found next to 
Al-Saeedi station in Rabat Street by the CID in Lahaj governorate, and they took the 
two bodies to the Ibn Khaldoun hospital’s mortuary and the Criminal Investigation 
Department published a picture of the two victims lying on the ground with traces 
of bullets and blood. .

Abdullah quotes witnesses who were present during the arrest of the two victims 
that they were screaming and calling for help, “We are Yemenis, we are brothers”, 
but to in vain ... the “avengers of blood” cannot go to Aden to follow up on their 
case, and their relatives who were in Aden have fled the city, and they cannot 
return to it, fearing the anti-northern atmosphere in Aden. 

The two victims are from the village of Beit Al-Zuwar, Bani Suleiman, Al-Hayima 
Al-Dakilyah district, Sana’a governorate. They worked as truck drivers to transport 
goods from the port of Aden and distributed them in a number of governorates, 
including Sana’a and Marib.

On September 1, at 2 a.m., a force of the First Support Brigade, filiated to the 
Security Belt, raided the home of a pro-legitimate government journalist at Al-
Buraiqa district, and fired intensively and indiscriminately, and killed Safwan 
Jalal Anwar, 27, wounded by a shot of Dushka’s machine gun in his stomach, and 
was buried twenty days after his death. 
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Forced deportation and 
accompanying assaults;
On the first of August, members Security 
Belt forces of the STC resumed forced 
displacement campaign on the basis of 
identity to citizens whose origins are from 
northern governorates, causing tension 
among civilians. Violations were focused 
in Al-Mansoura, Sheikh Othman districts, 
Enma city, Saber in Lahaj governorate, 
the Al-Alam checkpoint, (eastern entrance 
to Aden), Rabat checkpoint, (northern 
entrance to Aden), and Khor Maxar district.

Forced displacement was associated 
with many other human rights violations, 
according to eyewitnesses, and victims 
whom SAM interviewed. Violations 
included raids on shops, restaurants, stalls, 
markets, hotels, the arrest of citizens from 
the northern provinces and deporting them 
aboard trucks. And detention of citizens at 
the checkpoints inside the city on identity 
basis and deporting them, many citizens 
were subjected to physical and verbal 

violence during the deportation, and many 
restaurants and shops were closed, stalls 
were burned and destroyed, and personal 
belongings were looted. 

Civilians deported from Aden confirmed 
that they had been subjected to physical 
and verbal abuse, looting of their homes 
and the money of some of them.

Some of them reported to the security 
services, but they did not respond. 
SAM concluded that property looting 
accompanied the deportation and closure 
of shops, as well as banning of residents 
from moving and traveling at the entrances 
to Aden.

According to victims, and social networking 
sites Security Belt Support forces were 
involved in these violations in Aden and 
Lahaj, in addition to activists who are 
responsible for incitement and hate speech 
to murder and deport the northerners. 
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Examples of violations 
Ayman Fadel Al-Amri, 38, trader, Haifan District, Taiz governorate. He is 
trading in traditional Yemeni costume “Ma’wiz” said; “On Thursday, August 1, 
I went to Aden, and arrived at the Rabat checkpoint, the entrance to the city, 
around 2:30 p.m. the soldiers took us out of the car with other passengers. 
They asked us from where we are? We said from Taiz. They asked us to 
show IDs and mobile phones. Then asked what do we do? I told them to buy 
and sell the (Ma’wiz). They told me that I’m wanted and I‘m from the sleeper 
cells in Aden. They forced us to an open “truck” and we stayed for about an 
hour, then they drove us to an open yard near the Rabat checkpoint.

Ayman added, “I had a million riyals in my hand, the value of the goods I 
was going to buy, and they took it by force. There was an old person who 
was pleading to return his 300 thousand rials they took, but in vain. There 
were hundreds of detainees in that yard, which is well guarded. Ayman says 
they forced us to stay until 11 p.m., in a high temperature without water or 
food, I saw detainees next to me fainted, due to exhaustion and thirst. The 
detainees were summoned but we don’t know where they take them. “At 
eleven o’clock at night, they put us in a long queue, more than a kilometer 
long, next to us tight guards and patrol vehicles. We were deported over 
trucks and cars to beyond Al-Hadeed checkpoint.”

Dr. Muhammad al-Mulaiki, University of Taiz, was denied entry to Aden, he 
was planning to travel through Aden airport to attend a scientific conference 
in Paris. SAM called him and he said: “I was heading to Aden on Friday, 2 
August, accompanied by my colleague Dr. Jalal Al-Ariqi, en route to Paris 
to attend a scientific conference on environment Middle East under the 
auspices of the European Union, representing Yemen. When we approached 
Al-Farsha area, I saw travelers returning to Taiz. When we arrived the 
checkpoint in Al-Awja area, after Al-Farsha, I saw the soldiers banning 
passengers from passing through in a humiliating way. I saw some of the 
travelers being beaten and others were verbally abused, some were robbed 
of, and I saw a number of war-wounded soldiers who wanted to travel for 
treatment. I saw a person with his arm tied because one of the soldiers 
banged him with an iron rod. I saw many tragic incidents, anyone who was 
deported or banned from entering Aden have a story to tell.”

Dr. Al-Mulaiki adds: “I met five travelers at the security checkpoint who told 
me that they were returning from Saudi Arabia, and upon their arrival at the 
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Al-Alam(1) checkpoint to Aden, they were banned from entering and passing 
through, and security elements took an amount of (SAR.15,000) to transport 
them in a police patrol vehicle to the northern exit of Aden, towards Taiz, 
which they did. According to the testimony of Dr. Al-Mulaiki: I saw them and 
they were terrified. I also saw a number of the passengers who had been 
returned had tickets to leave for Saudi Arabia.

I avoided approaching the soldiers at the checkpoint to avoid their insults. I 
sat next to a mosque near the checkpoint to see what was happening. I saw 
a woman who was turned back by the soldiers, along with her infant child, 
no more than a month, breathing on oxygen, who was going to travel outside 
Yemen.

The soldiers denied access to all travelers to or passers through Aden, and 
whosever try to talk to them they slap him. I saw several trucks and cars 
full of civilians deported from Aden passing from this checkpoint. I also saw 
civilians from other governorates, mainly from Taiz, Hodiedah, and Ibb, who 
were not allowed to enter Aden.

“At evening, I saw soldiers allowing women only to pass to Aden. As for me, 
I waited from the morning until five o’clock in the afternoon, and when they 
refused to let me in, I returned to Taiz, and I was unable to travel to France to 
attend the scientific conference, even though we lost about YR.900 thousand 
the value of tickets”.

Adnan Salem from Bani Al-Hareth, Ibb governorate, a taxi driver. He told 
SAM: “On Friday, August 2, I stopped my car next to Al-Mansoura vegetable 
market. Gunmen came and forced me out of my car, and threw me on top of 
a truck. I stayed above the truck for about half an hour while it was parking, 
until I managed to jump, I went back to the location of my car and did not find 
it. The gunmen had taken it.”

Adnan added that he reported to Al-Kahira police station and asked them to 
track and browse the CCTV installed on the market, to show who had looted 
his car, but the police told him that “electricity was cut off during the looting 
of his car, and there was no filming at the time when the gunmen stormed 
the market.” He stated that he was still in Aden to continue looking for his 
car, but to no avail. SAM obtained a copy of the ownership documents of his 
looted car, along with a photo of the car.

Bilal Saeed Al-Sharabi, from the Sha’rab area, north of Taiz. A grocery owner 

(1)  Eastern Aden city, and the international road to Saudi Arabia and Oman passes through it through Abyan, 
Shabwa, Marib, Hadramawt and Al-Mahrah, governorates. 
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near the vegetable market in Al-Mansoura district, Aden. He told SAM that: 
“Gunmen attacked my grocery store on Friday, August 2, and looted two 
million and eight hundred thousand riyals. It had been deposited with as 
savings belongs to some peoples, then they arrested me and drove me over 
a truck outside of Aden.”

Matar Hadi Fiteeh, one of the displaced people from Hodiedah Governorate 
due to the war, settled in the city of Aden. He told SAM; “About a month before 
the August events, the tragedy of many IDPs from Hodiedah and the residents 
whose origins from the northern governorates started, where inspections 
began for the residents according to identity, at the security checkpoints, at 
the Green city, affiliates to the Fifth Battalion. They abuse the IDPs verbally, 
harass, and degrade them. Soldiers of the security checkpoint were pulling 
citizens out of buses in a brutal manner, extorting them in a humiliating 
manner, loot their money, food or other items. The complaints of the IDPs 
abounded from that checkpoint, so they were replaced by another, but they 
outperformed the former by insulting the IDPs of Taiz and Hodiedah.”

Fiteeh adds: “The soldiers were accusing the IDPs of being “agent” and that 
they are courage enough to liberate their city. The incidents continued until 
Thursday, beginning of August, when the deportation of IDPs started, they 
took our cards and force us on top of large trucks, mainly from Taiz. I saw 
many deported residents shed tears for fear of their families.”

“He was called” Abu Shanab, “the commander of the battalion, who took 
charge of the landing, pulling, enjoining, cursing and insulting all” Dahbashi,(2) 
“he said. Since midnight on Thursday, military patrol was deployed to the 
Green city, announcing through loudspeakers a 24-hour period for the final 
exit of the IDPs. On Friday morning and afternoon, I watched many families 
leave by a van from the areas (al-Jib, Al-Nakheel, Al-Khair and Al-Shomou). I 
saw fear and oppression with their eyes. Most families left without their head 
of the family. I saw the tears of Haji Al-Quradi and his neighbor Al-Kainou, 
I saw the young man Abbas and oppression appear on his face. I also saw 
families leaving from the Al-Arish area of   Al-Barah. I witnessed Salman, who 
suffers diabetes and his family of (15 members), a majority of whom were 
children, who left without knowing where to go. He escaped from the war 
in Al-Mina neighborhood in Hodiedah city, as well as his neighbor Ahmed 
Al-Harisi. They left while being verbally abused. Then I saw gunmen enter a 
number of houses in neighborhoods inhabited by IDPs from Hodiedah in the 
green city.”

(2)  A nickname used by the supporters of the STC and secessionists, against the residents of the northern 
governorates
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In his testimony about the deportations and violations of the population, 
Fiteeh goes on to say: “teacher Mukhtar al-Athuri, suffered a stroke during 
the deportations in August, so he could not see a doctor in a hospital for fear 
of deportation, so is his aunt, who came from Taiz for treatment in Aden, so 
the walls of the house were a prison for her. He adds: Most of the displaced 
were construction workers with daily wages, or worked in restaurants, or 
owned stall, including technicians and graduates who were unable to obtain 
a job opportunity. The name Taiz on the ID card was terrifying for some of 
those arrested and deported. Many of these deportees were displaced from 
the hell of war in their areas, especially in Mokha, Yakhtil, Shara’b, Arrouna 
and Mawza’a. They came to Aden in search of safety, which was lost in their 
areas because of the war. So, they were evicted from here, so where will 
they find safety?”

Muhammad Shabali has lived in Aden for 19 years. He told SAM: “I work as 
an air defense soldier, and I own a house in the Bir Ahmed area. Armed men 
in the Southern Resistance forced me to evacuate the house on the pretext 
that I am a soldier from the northern governorates. I left the house with all 
its furniture, and upon leaving, they looted all its contents and lived in it. We 
tried to restore the house. They asked me for an amount of (500,000) riyals 
and I paid it to them, but they stipulated that I should not live in it under the 
pretext that I am a northern soldier. I gave in to their condition and rented 
the house. I then moved to Taiz governorate. Days after I was deported, the 
tenant called me to tell me that the Southern Resistance had taken him out 
of the house. Now I cannot go to Aden to visit my home and find out what 
happened, because I knew that they put my name on the wanted list.”

Shabali says that his house consists of two apartments, the cost of its 
construction amounted to about ten million riyals, and he adds that there is 
a gang claiming to be affiliated with the southern resistance. They looted a 
number of houses in the area of   Bir Ahmed.

Anwar Tayeb, Al-Misrakh District, Taiz Governorate, works in a restaurant 
in Abyan governorate. He told SAM that: “I was passing by at the Rabat 
checkpoint at nine o’clock on Sunday, August 4, on my way to Taiz 
governorate. The personnel of the checkpoint detained me and my co-
worker Mustafa al-Naqeeb. I was beaten by the soldiers with rifle butts on 
the back and in the head, which caused me to bleed from the nose, then they 
confiscated my phone. The bus we were traveling on was full of travelers 
from Taiz governorate, all of them were taken down by the soldiers, then 
they assaulted them, verbally insulted them, and they were transported by 
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truck to an area on the Taiz road.” SAM interviewed his colleague Mustafa 
Al-Naqeeb, who confirmed that they were physically and verbally assaulted 
in the Rabat checkpoint, by the Security Belt forces stationed there.

Safwan Rasheed Al-Zawahi owns a stall selling clothes and shoes in Al-
Mansoura, Aden. He told SAM: “I was deported from Aden because I am from 
north. Armed men in military and civilian uniform came and took me during 
my work and then deported me. He added, I had borrowed money and came 
to Aden, bought goods and established a modest stall. During the August 
incidents, I heard that armed men were deporting people form north, but 
I decided to stay. I saw gunmen enter the market, kick the stalls, and beat 
the workers and the owners of the stalls. I ran away and entered one of the 
neighboring stores. But one of the people indicated to the gunmen that I had 
a stall, so they took me from inside the shop and kicked me as called me 
names.”

Safwan added: “I requested them to allow me to collect the goods, but one of 
the gunmen raised his weapon and hit me on the face until I broke (2) of my 
teeth and the blood came out of my mouth. Then they insulted and abused 
me, so I took out my phone to call my friend to come and help me, but they 
took the phone from my hand, searched my “pockets”   and took the amount 
of (YR.38,000). Then they put me and a number of northerners onboard a 
“truck” and deported us”.

Safwan continued to testify to SAM, saying: “On that day, I was subjected 
to various types of humiliation and insults, slandering, beating, threatening 
with weapons, intimidation, and kicking. I was not an aggressor, a saboteur, 
or a thief, to treat me this way. I support my family and went out looking for a 
living. From the start of the war, my family and I were under siege in the city 
of Taiz, and I came to Aden to work. I worked in Sana’a and Hodiedah. I have 
not found such treatment that I found in Aden; of physical and verbal insults 
and attacks. God suffices me for all who colluded, participated, planned and 
executed this crime.
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Abdelbaqi Murad, one of the deportees and witnessing the attacks on others, 
told SAM: “I have been working on a motorcycle in Aden for a month and 
a half, and on Friday August 2, armed men came from the Security Belt of 
Abu Al-Yamamah, they took me and they deported me with more than (100) 
persons on large vehicles, “truck”, I saw armed men beating the deportees 
as they climbed onto the truck and while they were getting off it. They took 
us to the Tor al-Baha area, in Lahaj governorate, on the Taiz road, and they 
left us there.”

Nabil Ahmed Al-Hakimi is one of those who were assaulted his stall was 
looted, and then deported. He told SAM; “I have two families, the first one 
composed of (7) children and my wife, and the second is composed of my 
mother and (4) from my brother’s children. I owned a stall in Aden in front 
of the Al-Kara’a market, worked on it in the morning to afternoon, and then I 
moved to work in the Sheikh Othman area, but I lost my livelihood by gunmen 
breaking the stall and plundering the clothes and other stuffs, and I was 
insulted by them. Then they held me for two days at the Rabat checkpoint. I 
went back to Taiz emptyhanded, I don’t have even a suit value for my kids. “I 
used to work in my stall since 2014, but now that it has been looted, I have 
no work.”

Ali al-Wahhabi told SAM that he was banned from entering Aden, on his 
way back to Saudi Arabia. He says: “I was traveling to Saudi Arabia, passing 
through Aden. Recruits took me off the bus at the checkpoint in the entrance 
to Aden because I am from Taiz. A military patrol was parked next to the 
recruits, with a number of soldiers wearing military uniforms with the 
southern flag painted on the left hand. The soldiers took me off the bus and 
started hitting me with sticks and rifle butts. Then they took me on a “truck” 
with more than seventy men, most of whom were from Taiz, who had been 
seized from buses and cars. The recruits took my phone and my old passport.

“I saw the soldiers beating many of the residents who were loaded on the 
truck, and I saw them looting phones, cards and stuffs of many of the victims 
purchased for Eid”,   Al-Wahhabi added. The soldiers refused to give us water 
to drink, and they were shooting whenever someone asked for water, some 
passed out because of thirst. The soldiers insulted calling us names under 
the pretext that we were “Dahabsheh” and that we assaulted them in the 
year 94. We were deported at 11 p.m. in the evening by truck to the former 
border between the northern and southern Yemen.”
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Restricting 
press freedoms 
and human 
rights activism
The restrictions on civil work and 
individual and collective freedoms 
coincided with the armed conflict in 
Aden and the neighboring governorates, 
particularly in Aden. There were many 
violations of freedoms, restricting media 
and human rights activities, and acts of 
intimidation and repression against press 
and human rights freedoms became 
clear. SAM documented incidents of 
threats of liquidation, prosecutions, and 
harassment of journalists, activists, and 
lawyers. SAM also documented acts of 
intrusion and looting of media outlets, 
suspension of employees, and using 
official media outlets to work in favor of 
the Southern Transitional Council. 

The facts that will be reported in the 
following paragraphs reveal frightening 
violations against press and human rights 
work, especially in Aden. SAM attributed 
responsibilities of perpetrators according 
to the findings, documents statements, 
and other documents.
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Examples 
Human rights activist Huda Mohsen Al-Sarari was subjected to campaigns of 
threats and defamation because of her human rights activism against enforced 
disappearance and torture in the prisons of Aden security services. She told SAM: 
“Because of my human rights activities in monitoring and documenting cases of 
detention and enforced disappearance carried out by the security services and the 
anti-terrorist forces and the Security Belt” loyal to the Coalition, I was subjected to 
a campaign of “insulting, slandering and threatening” from people on their pages 
at the social media, and media workers belonging to political entities loyal to the 
security services that practice arrest and disappearance. My mobile phones were 
stolen, and my family was attacked, provocatively, and my reputation was vilified. 
I cannot go out to work or monitor violations for fear of their continued campaigns 
and threats of death”.

Al-Sarari added: “During the recent August incidents in Aden, they released 
rumors, including that the Jordanian authorities arrested me as a member of a 
terrorist cell in Jordan, and published lists of names, sums of money, and devices 
they claimed were obtained with me.”

They accused me of being linked to the “Muslim Brotherhood” and that it was 
Qatar that funded my activities, according to their claims. These rumors put my 
life and the lives of my family in Aden at imminent risk, I had to stop the activity 
of my organization (Defa’a for Rights and Freedoms) that I had launched in May 
2018.”

Mona Abdo Muhammad al-Majidi, a former presenter at Aden government channel, 
has been subjected to a number of threats, including the threat of liquidation, and 
repeated physical attacks. She told SAM: “Aidarous Al-Zubaidi group(1) started 
targeting me, when I criticized him while he was governor of Aden, because of his 
failure to provide services. A number of his supporters send me messages that if 
I did not shut up, they would deal with me in a different way.”

Al-Majeedi added: “from May 2017 until October 2018, I was subjected to (5) 
attacks by running over my car, by a military patrol vehicle, causing injury to my 
hands, legs, left eye, slipping in the back, and a crack in the neck, I traveled to 
Egypt in order to treat these injuries”.

“Because my car became known to the gunmen who carried out the attacks, 
and when I was traveling to Egypt, they found it parked near my house, and they 
damaged it”, she said. Upon my return I had to sell it and buy a new car, so that they 
could not recognize it. But they followed me and recognized it, and they shot at it 

(1)  President of the STC 
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in early August of this year. Around mid-August, I received threats of liquidation 
through phone calls.”

On Saturday, August 31, 2019, my brother “Muhammed” was driving my car, and 
armed men riding a Security Belt patrol vehicle, and they beat him and broke the 
car’s glass. They asked him about the owner of the car, and he denied knowing me, 
so they beat him with rifle butts”.

Coincidentally, another patrol of the Security Belt cam, luckily one of the soldiers 
is acquainted with my brother, who took him from them and brought him to the 
house. Without that, we would not be able to know the fate of my brother until 
now.”

The presenter added that the threats are still continuing, and that she has informed 
a number of government officials of the threats, including the Prime Minister’s 
Office, the Secretary-General of the Cabinet, and the Assistant Secretary-General 
for the Presidency of the Republic, but they turned a deaf year. I am suffering with 
my family now from danger, I hope to find someone who buys my car so that I can 
leave Aden, and I hope that my family and I can live in safety.”

In mid-August, the journalist, Nour Omar Sreib, was subjected to campaigns of 
defamation, incitement and death threats, and the demand for her arrest, by 
loyalists of the Southern Transitional Council. Organization SAM interviewed 
Sreib, who said: “The campaign of incitement against me started in mid-August, 
following the armed clashes between the STC and the Yemeni government. I was 
under direct threat of arrest and liquidation, and had it not been for solidarity 
campaigns with me from many sides and people, including leaders of the STC, I 
would now be in a prison. Sreib added that the one who started the defamation 
campaign is one of the loyal to the STC.(2) This was followed by a number of 
phone calls from unknown persons who threatened me and told me that I’m under 
surveillance, and the time will come when I will be liquidated.”

She added: “The campaign also demanded that I be arrested, claiming that they 
found documents in the home of the Minister of Interior linking me to terrorism, 
which are fabricated accusations” according to her, she said that everyone who 
breaks the new instructions of the new authority in Aden will be labelled with 
terrorism.”

Nour Sreib who works in the electronic newspaper “Al-Watan Today”, said that 
through this newspaper she covered the incidents in Aden neutrally, and focused 
on the victims among civilians. She described the incitement campaigns against 
her were from racist sides in Aden. But she cannot hold any party responsible, 

(2)  His name is concealed at the victim’s request. 
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whether the STC or the legitimate government.

SAM documented a list of journalists and activists issued by the Southern 
Monitoring Unit, accusing them of being inciters and hostile to the “southern 
people.” The list was published by a number of activists loyal to the Southern 
Transitional Council(3). The list includes journalists and activists who have been 
classified as working to serve the forces hostile to the southern people and their 
cause and martyrs, according to their publishers, and that they will be treated as 
enemies and arousers of discord. They are; Anis Mansour Humida, Abdulraqeeb 
Al-Hidiani, Waddah Salem Farea, Sam H. Jawas, Midrij Abu Seraj, Ghaida Al-
Nakhibi, Rafika Al-Kuhali, Fathi Bin Lazrak, Moeen Al-Naseri, Ahmed Maher, Adel 
Al-Hassani, Muhammad Bin Tayseer, and Ahmed Baabad and Hussein Al-Yafei and 
Afra Hariri.

SAM contacted an activist from Aden(4) who confirmed that the Southern 
Monitoring Unit is a media cell affiliated with the STC. But this unit has no official 
page on social media platforms.

In September, human rights activist (A.H.) was threatened with physical 
liquidation, due to her human rights activism and political positions against the 
STC. She received anonymous text messages to her phone. SAM interviewed her 
and she said: “I filed a report on the threat I had faced to Aden Police Department, 
who in turn referred it to the city’s criminal investigation department CID, but 
the complaint stuck there without procedures to search for the perpetrators. “At 
the end of August, gunmen came next to my house to search for me, but they did 
not find me, because I had left the house after being threatened with physical 
liquidation”, she added. She added that her lawyer(5) is also under threat because 
of following the complaint she filed to the Aden Police Department.

On the morning of Thursday, October 10, government military forces in the Shabwa 
governorate detained reporter Jamal Schnitter, and released him that evening.  

Schnitter works as a television reporter at the UAE-based Al-Ghad AL-Mushriq 
TV of the STC. Schnitter was held for 12 hours in Azzan, Shabwa by government 
forces, and released after a short interrogation session.

In September, the Yemeni Ministry of Information issued a statement condemning 
the storming of the Ministry’s headquarters in Aden, by an armed gang led by 
Ayman al-Nawasiri. In its statement, the Ministry said: “An armed gang stormed 
the Ministry’s headquarters in Al-Ma’ala on Tuesday,(6) September 10, 2019, 

(3)  SAM keeps a list of names of pro-STC activists who threaten other journalists and activists. 
(4)  SAM keeps his name concealed 
(5)  His name is concealed at the victim’s request 
(6)  Loyal to the STC. He worked as an undersecretary for the Ministry of Information in the Yemeni government before 
he was suspended on August 15, 2018, according to a decision by the Yemeni Minister of Information. Yemen ShababNet; 
Governmental decision to suspend the deputy minister of information, Ayman al-Nawasiri, from work and refer him to 
investigation. 16 August 2019 https://yemenshabab.net/news/48974 
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and forcibly changed the keys of the offices of the public administrations at 
the headquarters, the Ministry warned against tampering with the documents 
of the HQs. And the statement held Ayman Al-Nawasiri responsible for all the 
consequences of storming the Ministry’s headquarters, and the inflicted damages. 
And warning all offices, media institutions, and the concerned state ministries 
not to deal with the aforementioned, as he has no any legal capacity, and he was 
suspended from work in late August.”(7)

SAM also, documented several press statements issued by the Yemeni Journalists 
Syndicate about the violations and harassment of journalists and media institutions. 
The Syndicate expressed concern about the increasing harassment of journalists 
and media outlets in Aden since the recent incidents in the city.

In a statement issued on Monday, August 19th, the YJS condemned “violations 
of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and demanded the relevant 
authorities in Aden to stop such practices and deal positively towards press and 
media freedoms and to neutralize the press and journalists from conflicts.”

In its statement, the syndicate added that it had received a report that a group of 
gunmen raided house of Ali Saleh Al-Eisi, a journalist in 14th of October newspaper, 
who is currently outside Yemen, and tampered with its contents, documents and 
property. The syndicate received reports that armed elements affiliated with the 
STC in Aden pursued journalist Ahmed Maher, for on his writings and opinions. 
It also received reports that a number of journalists were working in the STC-
controlled 14th October newspaper were suspended.(8) The same applies to radio 
and television, where journalists and employees have been denied entry, also 
work is suspended at the Yemeni News Agency Saba in Aden by the STC”.(9) 

SAM also documented a statement issued by the YJS on Sunday, August 25th, 
in which it said: “The Yemeni Journalists Syndicate received reports  that the 
photojournalist at the Yemen Satellite Channel in Shabwa, Anwar Abdullah Laqlaf, 
was arrested by the“ Shabwani Elite forces(10) while covering the confrontations 
between the government forces, the Elite forces, and STC. And called for his 
immediate release, and on all parties to refrain from harassing journalists or 
deal with them in an aggressive manner”. (11)SAM received information from the 
colleagues of Anwar, that the Yemeni government forces managed to free him 
from a prison controlled by the Shabwani Elite, in Azan city, Shabwa, one day after 
his arrest.

(7)  SabaNet, Ministry of Information condemns raiding of its HQs by an armed gang, 11 August 2019 
 https://www.sabanew.net/viewstory/53549 
(8)  SAM monitored the 14th October newspaper publication for some days and noticed that the paper publishes the STC 
news and a hostile discourse against the government  
(9)  Nabil Al-Osaidi, member of the YJS, quoted from his facebook page. 
(10)  Established by the UAE and loyal to the STC
(11)  Nabil Al-Osaidi, member of the YJS, previous source  
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Raids and arrests;
The principles of international human rights 
law and international humanitarian law are 
against all acts of revenge and coercive 
measures against opponents, especially 
that related to unlawful detentions. 
However, this behavior prevailed during 
the armed conflict in Yemen, and practiced 
by all parties on a large scale, including 
Houthis militia and the forces loyal to 
former President Ali Abdullah Saleh in 
governorates invaded by its forces. During 
the violent August incidents in Aden and 
beyond, the violations related to house 
raids, detention, abduction, and arrest 
spread significantly, practiced by the STC, 
against its political and military opponents, 
and against activists, journalists and rights 
activists.

Although, dozens of loyalists to the Yemeni 
government and opponents of the STC,  were 
arrested, yet obtaining information on all 
victims remains a matter of great difficulty 
and sophistication, in light of the security 
control imposed by these forces on the city 
of Aden, intimidation and repression faced 
by the victims and their families, especially 
those who reported about their scourge to 
the media and CSOs.

SAM documented the information of (58) 
victims who were detained and (4) forcibly 
disappeared in the city of Aden, (55) arrests 
by the STC forces, and (7) by unknown 
armed elements, during the months of 
August, September and October 2019. 
SAM continues to document the violations 
and inhuman treatment suffered by these 
victims, and works to monitor and document 
the arrests and detentions.
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Examples
On August 30, a security force affiliated 
with the STC raided the Great Mosque of 
Qaloua after evening prayers and arrested 
Eng. Suhail Muhammad Tariq Khan. Suhail 
remained in detention for four days. He 
was then released and left Aden with his 
family to Jordan, and was subjected to 
an investigation at the airport, while his 
passport remained in Intelligence custody 
for ten days.

On August 30, armed elements affiliated 
with the STC carried out a raid on a student 
residence in al-Sha`b city, targeting 
university students whose origins are from 
Shabwa governorate, and arrested Ibrahim 

Saleh Al-Faqir, Ahmed Muhammad Alawi, 
Al-Khader Nasser Bazma, Hussain Mahdi 
Shajra, and Saleh Muhammad Saleh Al-
Sultan.

On September 1, 2 a.m., a force affiliated to 
the 1st brigade (Security Belt), raided the 
house of Muhammad Ali Salem Al-Maisari, 
36, a public relations officer in the Buraiqa 
district, fired intensively and indiscriminately, 
killing a citizen and provoking terror and 
dismay among the residents of the area , 
Al-Misiri was transferred to an unknown 
location, and remained in detention until the 
beginning of October.
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Looting of public institutions and 
private property

(1)  Hani bin Breek, @HaniBinbrek, 12 August 2019, https://twitter.com/HaniBinbrek/status/1160901533975928838 

After tightening its control on Al-Ma’ashiq 
palace, the UAE-backed STC forces, on the 
tenth of August, and defeat of government 
forces, SAM monitored the storming and 
looting of a number of public and private 
institutions, by the STC forces. Such as the 
presidential palace, and other institutions 
by citizens who took advantage of the 
security vacuum. The storming and looting 
operations affected the houses of ministers, 
military and government officials, political 
leaders, and some of loyalists to the Yemeni 
government.

SAM obtained a number of videos and 
pictures showing armed incursions and 
looting of the houses of security and 
military leaderships and institutions loyal 
to the Yemeni government. SAM also 
reviewed media reports in this regard. 
Videos and reports show widespread 
looting of these institutions and homes. 
SAM listened to a number of testimonies 
confirming the involvement of the STC 
forces in plundering of institutions and 
homes in Aden and their responsibility 
for that. Although Hani bin Breek, the vice 
president of the STC, denied on “Twitter” 
allegations that the Council forces looted 
those institutions and homes(1). The videos, 

reports, and testimonies obtained by SAM 
showed that subsequent looting of public 
institutions was carried out by citizens due 
to the security vacuum.

SAM obtained statistics of (14) public 
institutions that were looted, including 
the presidential palace of Al-Ma’ashiq, the 
headquarters of the Ministry of Justice, the 
Supreme Judicial Complex, and the building 
of the Central Organization for Control and 
Accounting. This statistic includes only 
those that SAM was able to collect through 
its monitors. It also does not include looting 
of the headquarters of the military brigades 
loyal to the Yemeni government, given that 
this affects the military actions that take 
place during armed conflicts, and this is not 
an area to monitor.

SAM obtained statistics on 131 private 
properties that were looted, including 
homes for ministers, military opponents, 
and politicians loyal to the Yemeni 
government, including the home of Interior 
Minister Ahmed al-Misiri and the home of 
Brigadier Abdullah al-Subaihi, commander 
of pro-government military brigade in 
Aden and homes and other commercial 
establishments owned by citizens whose 
origins from northern governorates.
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Hate speech

(1)  ICCPR, ratified by Yemen in 1987
(2)  Approved by the 16th Arab League summit, hosted by Tunis 23 May 2004, enforced on 16 March 2008, and Yemen and UAE are 
parties to this chart   

The bloody incidents in Aden city and the 
governorates of Abyan, Shabwa and Lahaj were 
accompanied by hate speech and incitement 
against the residents of people from northern 
Yemen governorates residing in the city of 
Aden. This inflammatory speech was launched 
after the killing of the leader of the Security 
Belt forces, Munir Abu Al-Yamamah, and 
coincided with reprisals against the civilians, 
which included arrest, deportation, looting of 
property, and physical assaults, some of which 
amounted to killing by identity.

SAM followed the interactions and echoes of 
that speech, as it was a speech that promoted 
hatred and division between society, which 
is publicized by political, military and media 
leaders in the STC and activists and its 
supporters inside Yemeni or abroad. In addition 
to Emirati media and personalities close to 
or working with the UAE authorities, against 
Yemenis of northern origins, political parties, 
and against government authorities, this 
speech perpetuates feelings of hate and calls 
for violence, and encourages the division of 
society.

SAM also documented exchange of hate 
speech and incitement between the media 
of the Southern Transitional Council and 
their loyalists, media outlets and figures 
affiliated with the Emirati authorities on the 
one hand, and between loyalists of the Yemeni 
government and media figures affiliated with 
them on the other hand. It is a discourse that 

contradicts the principles of human rights 
calling for tolerance and spreading the words 
of peace, and avoids all discourse and behavior 
of extremism, discrimination and intolerance in 
all its religious, class or regional forms.

Article (19) of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights guarantees the right to 
freedom of expression, provided that it entails: 
“Exercising this right has special duties to 
respect the rights or reputation of others, and 
to protect national security, public order, public 
health, or public morals.”

Article 20 of the same Covenant prohibits “any 
call for national, racial or religious hatred 
that constitutes incitement to discrimination, 
hostility or violence.” (1) Also, the “Arab Charter 
for Human Rights” guaranteed in Article (32) 
the right to information and freedom of opinion 
and expression, stipulating that: “These rights 
and freedoms are exercised within the basic 
foundations of society and are subject only to 
restrictions imposed by respecting the rights 
or reputation of others or protecting national 
security or Public order, public health or 
morals».(2) Consequently, it is the responsibility 
of the Emirates and all parties that receive 
support from it, the responsibility to stop all 
forms of hate speech, and the Republic of Yemen 
must implement laws related to protecting 
society from hate crimes and incitement, and 
take adequate legal measures against those 
who practice that speech.
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Examples

(1)  Vice president of the STC, former minister of state at Hadi government, accused of orchestrating several assassinations against 
activists in Aden. “the Hidden Killer” report issued by SAM in January 2019. Previous source      
(2)    @HaniBinbrek . https://twitter.com/HaniBinbrek. He has 356 thousand followers. 
(3)  https://twitter.com/HaniBinbrek/status/1157588605709275137
(4)  https://twitter.com/HaniBinbrek/status/1157721603779829766
(5)  @HaniBinbrek . https://twitter.com/HaniBinbrek 
(6)  @Dhahi_Khalfan. https://twitter.com/Dhahi_Khalfan. He has 2.83 million followers
(7)  He attended at such capacity in June 2019, while chairing a security meeting in Dubai. Source: Emirates News Agency; Dahi Khalfan 
chairs the meeting of the Police Leadership Council at the state, June 18, 2019 http://wam.ae/ar/details/1395302768599 
(8)  https://twitter.com/Dhahi_Khalfan/status/1158031971353841675 
(9)  https://twitter.com/Dhahi_Khalfan/status/1158030842238832640 
(10)  https://twitter.com/Dhahi_Khalfan/status/1158022831747321856 
(11)  https://twitter.com/Dhahi_Khalfan/status/1158126882371592192 
(12)  https://twitter.com/Dhahi_Khalfan/status/1158130105065070603 
(13)  Al-Mawqie Post site. An undersecretary vowed to slaughter the northerners ... a doctor who stirred controversy in Aden. August 8, 
2019. https://almawqeapost.net/news/42569 

Hani bin Breek(1) posted to his Twitter(2) account 
a number of speeches calling for hatred 
and incitement against northern residents 
and political parties. On August 3, and 4, 
2019, he wrote: “The south is the country of 
the revolutionaries and will not bow to the 
bastard of “Brotherhood’s legitimacy”. And the 
revolutionaries who extracted independence 
from Britain, their grandchildren will extract 
it from the Brotherhood’s “dogs” and the 
“brotherhood” “terrorism” will not have a 
foothold in the south and any southerner who 
supports the Brothers is a “traitor.”(3) In another 
tweet he said; ““We hope that the good people in 
the north will not come to the south, especially 
Aden. The people are revolting because of the 
cells that entered the capital of the south and 
facilitated for the Brotherhood and their arm 
Al-Qaeda terrorist operations and colluded with 
Houthis to scrutiny the movements of southern 
leaders and the Coalition to facilitate targeting, 
and those who are residents in the south shall 
carry their IDs and prove of residence”(4). 
“celebration is taking place in Aden in some 
restaurants for the killing of our martyrs and 
when our people move to “close them and keep 
away the anonymous, who do not carry any 
evidence, some of whom we seized weapons 
in their premises”. When it comes to southern 
security, the people of the south are all a 
Security Belt and all are security men. Whoever 
stops the people»(5). There are many letters 
of incitement against the northern population 
residing in the southern governorates, and 

against government officials and political 
components.

Dahi Khalfan Tamim,(6) Deputy Chief of Police 
and Public Security in Dubai, Chairman of the 
Police Leadership Council in the UAE Ministry 
of Interior(7) wrote a number of tweets on his 
wall in “Twitter” calling for violence, hatred 
and division between Yemenis, and instigator 
against all who face his country’s policies and 
its support for the STC in southern Yemen . His 
speech was dominated by religious, regional, 
and racial slogans. On August 4, he wrote: 
“Forfeiting the independence of the south is 
forfeiting Arab and Gulf national security.”(8) “The 
end of the so-called legitimacy of Abdorabbo is 
the real remedy for the independence of the 
south.”(9) “We are supposed to buy thousands 
of drones for Aden ... to be loaded and hit its 
enemy ... the matter is very simple.”(10) “They 
talk about a united Yemen… Throughout history, 
Yemen was not a one  country or a one ruler.”(11) 
“The south is forbidden to you as Mecca 
prohibited for the Jews.” (12) most of his posts 
incite violence, hatred and division.

SAM saw a video broadcast in a number of 
media outlets, in which Mrs. Zainab Mahmoud 
Ahmed Al-Qaisi, Director General of Women at 
the Yemeni Ministry of Health, and a loyalist of 
the Southern Transitional Council, appeared, 
threatening to massacre the “Dahabish” and 
“the Northerners” if they did not leave Aden. 
In the video, she appeared while holding a gun 
and driving a car carrying several gunmen.(13)
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The 
humanitarian 
situation;
Incidents in Aden and the violent 
conflict struck the already deteriorating 
humanitarian situation fiercely. SAM 
recorded the interruption of several health 
facilities that were providing services to 
citizens, due to the cutting of roads that 
the fighting parties had turned into combat 
zones. The city also witnessed frequent 
power blackouts during the war in August 
and beyond, which continued   for more 
than (15) hours a day. Currently, it exceeds 
(18) hours per day.

The infrastructure of the water network, 
on which most of Aden’s residents depend 
to provide water for daily use, has been 
damaged. In addition to economic damage 
in the labor market, trade, works and 
manual professions, many of which were 
suspended due to the conflict, and the 
prevailing fears. Not only did the impact 
of the incidents affect the residents of 
Aden and the neighboring governorates, 
but it also cast a shadow over hundreds 
of families whose breadwinners have 
lost their businesses, including workers, 
retailers, stalls owners, restaurants, and 
hotels.

In a statement, the International Committee 
of the Red Cross commented on the 
humanitarian situation in the city of Aden, 
published on Twitter”, in which it said:
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“The International Committee of the Red 
Cross is deeply concerned that 200,000 
people in Aden have lost access to clean 
water. As a result of the recent incidents in 
the city(1) ... Hospitals in the Yemeni city of 
Aden are struggling to continue their work, 
and they are in dire need of basic supplies 
after days of fighting, leaving large numbers 
of dead and hundreds of wounded, according 
to reports received from there. Many of the 
wounded who remained trapped by the 
clashes were unable to access health-care 
facilities, and some of them died.”(2)

SAM interviewed citizens in the city of Aden 
who spoke about their human suffering 
due to the blackout, and stressed that 
the daily power blackouts reached high 
levels, in light of the hot weather in the 
city. An official source at the Ministry of 
Electricity had made a statement published 
by the Yemeni government news agency 
Saba, denying the accusations leveled at 
the government of refusing to provide oil 
derivatives to the power stations. He said: 

(1)  ICRC twitter account,  https://twitter.com/ICRC_ye/status/1159884524395929600 
(2)    @ICRC_ye . https://twitter.com/ICRC_ye. 6 August 2019 
(3)  Saba Net, a source explains reasons for electricity deteriorating services in Aden and liberated governorates, 8 September 2019 

«The recent developments in the interim 
capital Aden created a state of distrust 
among the suppliers of oil derivatives to 
supply the power stations with their fuel 
needs, and they refrained from continuing 
to provide their services provided that the 
payment be immediate, in contrast to what 
was previous conditions to of 180 days 
payment facility”.(3)

The Electricity Syndicates of Aden 
governorate issued a statement urging the 
Arab Coalition countries to intervene quickly 
to provide fuel for the electric power plants. 
In the September 7, 2019 statement, Ahmed 
Al-Mazfari, deputy head of the Executive 
Office of Aden Electricity Syndicates, said 
that the fuel depletion index has risen to the 
highest level, and the warnings raised that 
the generators will stop completely, where 
power cut will lead to  stop pumping water 
and sewage pumps will stop suction, also 
dialysis centers will stop working, and the 
result is the inevitable death of patients.
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Recommendations
• We call on the investigation teams concerned with Yemeni affairs, including the 

National Committee to Investigate Allegations of Human Rights Violations and UN 
Security Council international expert teams, and the Human Rights Council to seriously 
investigate human rights violations that were widely committed during the months of 
August, September and October 2019 in Aden and the governorates of Abyan, Shabwa 
and Lahaj. The investigation also related to crimes undermining state institutions and 
disrupting law enforcement.

• We urge the conflict parties, signatory to Riyadh Agreement not to consider the 
agreement as an impunity document for perpetrators of human rights violations.

• The United Arab Emirates must stop all acts against international law, including the 
Charter of the United Nations, which threatens security and peace in Yemen and the 
region, and further complicate and tragic Yemeni conditions. As well as refrain from 
committing crimes targeting civilians. And to stop all forms of support for the forces 
acting for them and accused of crimes in the southern governorates of Yemen.

• The forces of the Southern Transitional Council should immediately stop committing 
crimes against opponents, and release all those detained in connection with the conflict 
in the city of Aden.

• The Southern Transitional Council and the forces loyal to it should stop the continuous 
deportation of the people of the northern governorates residing in Aden, stop all forms 
of attacks and revenge that affect their property, and lift all forms of restrictions against 
them.

• All parties should stop all types of targeting of journalists, activists, and press institutions, 
and restore the situation in media institutions to what they were before August 2019.

• We call on the Southern Transitional Council and the Yemeni government to prevent 
incitement speech by media institutions and activists loyal to them, and to publish a 
letter calling for tolerance and preserving the social fabric from being torn apart.

• We call on the United Arab Emirates and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to compensate 
all the victims and redress the harm of their families, so as to ensure nonrecurrence of 
crimes against civilians and opponents. 

• We recommend that the Yemeni government hold accountable all those involved in the 
crimes that claimed the lives of civilians, and open an investigation into all allegations 
of violations committed by all parties in the governorates of Aden, Abyan, Shabwa and 
Lahaj. And work to spread a tolerant speech that rejects hate and calls for harmony.
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